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Under the background of building Haixi economic zone and the Xia-Zhang-Quan 
metropolitan area, the position of Xiamen becomes increasingly prominent; the role of 
its urban growth pole is even more obvious. Meanwhile, the development of urban 
space in Xiamen is facing the dilemma of expanding to the off-island area, the trend 
of increasing polarization of the island, and the worsening of the living environment 
of the city. "Upgrading the island, and developing the off-island" became Xiamen’s 
target of urban space development. Due to the importance of commercial centers that 
provide most goods and commercial services related closely with residents, its spatial 
distribution directly related to the quality of life of the residents in the city’s different 
parts, and in turn will affect the future distribution of population. In addition, 
commercial centers are often able to improve economic development and prosperity 
of the surrounding area. Therefore, the layout of the commercial centers in Xiamen is 
of great significance. Transport accessibility is considered to be one of the core factors 
that affect the layout of commercial centers in city, and has a direct impact on the 
convenience of residents to get to the city commercial centers for goods and 
commercial services, which have great impact on the quality of commercial service in 
the different parts of city. Thus, study of the layout of commercial centers and its 
optimization from the perspective of transport accessibility in Xiamen is important. 
 
In this study, through the analysis of the situation of the development and spatial 
distribution of commercial centers in Xiamen, it is found that there is a serious 
imbalance of the distribution of commercial centers, and the commercial centers are 
excessive gathering on the island while the off-island areas present relative lack of 
commercial services. In the meantime, residents living off island cannot reach the 
commercial centers whether by foot or transit. To solve this problem, increasing the 
quantity of commercial centers in the off-island areas and improving the quality of 
off-island commercial services is the basic solution. Considering this, this study 
extracts the places that have potential to become commercial centers using space 
syntax and GIS under the background of lack of related standards and quantitative 
analysis methods. To extract the places, the study forms a method to analyze the 
condition to become a commercial center of the city space in comprehensive planning 
from transport accessibility and population distribution which has a good practical 
value for the work of urban planning. And through comparison of the analysis result 
and the spatial layout of commercial centers in planning, some optimization tips of the 
planning results are given. This is of great significance to improve the development of 
the off-island areas. 
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